Alcohol Handrub Accessibility Audit – Return completed audits by internal mail to the infection control department


Name of auditor:
Hospital name:
Date of audit:
Time:                         

Designation:
Ward name:

Total beds on ward:
No. beds audited:


	Insert ALL bed numbers here (
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total

	Q1. Is there a bracket for alcohol handrub   
within 1 step of bed (first applicable)?
	( Tick first applicable box and tick one box only (
	

	Yes, on the foot of the bed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes, with no possibility of curtain or door

         coming between bed and handrub
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes, but potentially behind a curtain or a    
door
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No brackets present within 1 step of the bed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q2. Can you access a squirt of alcohol 
handrub within one step of the bed?
	( Tick one box only in relation to the closest accessible bottle of handrub (
	

	Yes, in the abovementioned fixed bracket
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes, in the abovementioned movable bracket
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yes, but sitting free, not in a bracket
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No, handrub is NOT accessible within 1 step of the bed (go to Q3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Q3. Only if answered “No” to Q2, complete 
all four of the following:
	( Answer all four of these questions – number; F or R; I or O; number (
	

	How many steps (no.) do you have to walk to the closest bracket?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is this bracket fixed (F) or removable (R)?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is this bracket inside (I) the same room OR outside (O) that room?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How many steps (no.) do you have to walk to the closest accessible squirt of handrub?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Purpose of this audit: (applies to alcohol handrub only, not other forms of handwashing): 

To best facilitate the 5 Moments for Hand Hygiene, our aim is for staff to be able to access a squirt of alcohol based handrub into their hands within 1 step from the patient’s bedside. Ideally, the handrub would be present in a fixed bracket and it would be accessible without having to open a curtain or a door. How well are we meeting this aim?

The purpose of this audit is two-fold: (1) To help us work out if we have established the infrastructure (i.e., brackets) needed to hold the handrub where it should be, and if not, to help us identify exactly where we need to rectify this. (2) Even if we have the brackets, if they don’t contain a bottle of handrub that has product in it and a functioning nozzle…then it’s no good to anyone. We need to know how well we are attending to refilling our brackets with functional bottles of handrub.

NOTE: The audit can be done at any time but you should (1) Do the whole ward in one hit (use a second page if needed) and (2) Make sure it is accurate and reflects “real world” conditions for that ward. This is very important so that it allows us to feed back information to link nurses and nurse managers that is accurate and helpful. Comparative information will be provided for different wards to compare BUT IT WILL BE DEIDENTIFIED – only you will know which one is yours.

We will aim to repeat the same audit in the future once we have identified opportunities for improvement and rectified them.

Instructions (please use a biro not a pencil):

Designation = Position in relation to the infection control service (e.g., link nurse, infection control nurse, medical student, nursing student etc.)

Insert the bed number for all beds, even if you don’t get to audit them (leave unaudited beds blank). Write the total number of beds on the ward and the number you were able to audit at the top right.

Questions 1 and 2 apply to all patient beds on that ward.

Question 1 – Tick one of the four options only and tick the FIRST applicable option if there is more than 1 bracket present. We’re interested in the closest one.

Question 2 – Tick one of the four options only and make sure it applies to the CLOSEST bottle of handrub from which you can get a squirt, even if it is not in the bracket referred to in Question 1. A FIXED bracket is screwed on; a MOVABLE bracket is one that is potentially mobile.

Question 3 only needs to be answered if you cannot access a squirt of handrub into your hands within 1 step from the patient’s bed.

Question 3 – Answer ALL FOUR sub-questions in question 3. If the closest bracket contains handrub (and it’s working), then the answer for the first and last boxes will be the same.

RETURN COMPLETED AUDITS BY INTERNAL MAIL TO THE INFECTION CONTROL SERVICE

